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Srila  Bhaktivedanta  Swami  Prabhupada,  a  significant  figure  in  the  spiritual
landscape of the 20th century, was instrumental in spreading the teachings of
Krishna  consciousness  across  the  globe.  His  efforts  in  establishing  the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) and translating sacred
Vedic  texts  into  numerous  languages  have  left  an  indelible  mark  on  the
dissemination of Vedic wisdom worldwide. As a tribute to his contributions, Prime
Minister  Narendra  Modi  will  honor  Prabhupada’s  125th  birth  anniversary  by
releasing a special commemorative coin.
Founder of the Hare Krishna Movement
Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada established the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) in 1966, aiming to promote the practice of Bhakti
Yoga—the yoga of devotion. Under his guidance, ISKCON evolved into a worldwide
confederation of temples, communities, and followers, popularly known as the
Hare Krishna movement. Prabhupada’s teachings emphasized the importance of
chanting the Hare Krishna mantra as a means to achieve spiritual progress and
peace.
Translation and Dissemination of Vedic Literature
One  of  Prabhupada’s  most  notable  contributions  was  the  translation  of  the
Bhagavad Gita and other Vedic literatures into 89 languages. This monumental
task made these ancient texts accessible to a global audience, thereby facilitating
a  broader  understanding  of  Vedic  philosophy  and  culture.  Through  his
translations,  Prabhupada  sought  to  convey  the  essence  of  India’s  spiritual
heritage to people from all walks of life.
Commemorative Coin Release by Prime Minister Modi
In recognition of Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada’s significant contributions
to spirituality and culture, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will  release a special
commemorative  coin  of  Rs.  125  on  September  1.  This  event  coincides  with
Prabhupada’s 125th birth anniversary and serves as a gesture of respect and
appreciation from the Indian government towards his enduring legacy.
Prabhupada’s Global Impact
The impact of Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada’s work is not limited to his
translations or the founding of ISKCON. He established over a hundred temples
worldwide,  creating  spaces  where  individuals  could  learn  about  and  practice
Bhakti Yoga. His prolific writing included numerous books that offered insights into
the path of devotion and the understanding of the self in relation to the divine.
These works continue to inspire and guide practitioners of Krishna consciousness.
Educational and Cultural Contributions
Beyond  the  spiritual  realm,  Prabhupada’s  efforts  have  also  had  a  considerable
influence on education and culture. ISKCON’s educational wing, the Bhaktivedanta
Institute, engages in interdisciplinary research bridging science and spirituality.
Additionally,  the  movement  has  been  involved  in  various  cultural  initiatives,
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including the promotion of vegetarianism, sustainable living, and the revival of
traditional arts and crafts.
Legacy and Continuing Influence
The legacy of Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada lives on through the ongoing
activities of ISKCON and its members. The movement he founded continues to
attract new followers and maintains a presence in many countries around the
world. Through annual celebrations, public festivals, and educational programs,
ISKCON keeps the teachings of Prabhupada alive, fostering a sense of community
and spiritual well-being among its adherents.
As the world commemorates the 125th birth anniversary of this visionary leader,
the release of the special commemorative coin is a symbolic acknowledgment of
his vast contributions and the timeless relevance of his message.


